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For-profit colleges impact democracy
The for-profit sector of
higher education in this
country has accumulated a
long list of denunciations
in its relatively short history. Those admonitions
range from low quality
education, much higher
cost (including when compared with private, nonprofit schools), generating
a long-time debt burden
for their users, deceptive
advertising, and stigma
when trying to get a job
while saying that you
graduated from one of
those schools.
In their defense, these
institutions say that they
provide opportunities for
people who do not have
the minimum qualifications to enter most public
institutions or because
of their work schedule
they can only go to college online. They also
claim that because they
offer courses online they
are “innovators” despite
the fact that many public
institutions offer online
alternatives at much lower
costs.
All of these issues have
lead to multiple complaints against for-profit
schools at the federal and
state levels, some of them
ending in heavy fines and
even closures. The Obama
Administration and some
state general attorneys
tried to tighten regulations
on these for-profit institutions to avoid, or at least
diminish, their negative

impact on students who
pay large fees (most of
them subsidized by the
federal government) to
attend these colleges.
A few days ago, the latest scandal-of-the-week
by the Trump Administration has to do directly
with these for-profits. As
revealed by The New York
Times, special teams at the
Department of Education
that had been investigating widespread abuses by
for-profit colleges “have
been marginalized, reassigned or instructed to
focus on other matters,
according to current and
former employees,” said
the newspaper.
By the end of the
Obama administration,
teams within the Education Department were
looking into advertising,
recruitment practices and
job placement claims at
several institutions, and
the investigations had
expanded to include
numerous lawyers and
investigators who were
looking into malfeasance.
The investigation led to
the closure or downsizing
of many of these colleges
or their parent corporations. Now, under the
Trump Administration,
those teams have been disbanded, resulting in putting to rest investigations
into possibly fraudulent
activities at several large
for-profit colleges.
Interestingly, top hires
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of Betsy DeVos, the education secretary, had previously worked for many
of those institutions that
were being scrutinized by
the federal government.
One of those hires, Julian
Schmoke, a former dean at
DeVry, one of the largest
for-profits, was named as
the team’s new supervisor, which resulted in
all investigations about
DeVry’s past and present
actions being stopped.
DeVos, who has worked
her entire life to privatize
public education in this
country, has made many
other similar hirings with
similar results. Take, for
example, Robert S. Eitel,
DeVos’s senior counselor,
Diane Auer Jones, her
senior adviser on postsecondary education, or Carlos G. Muñiz, the DOE’s
general counsel. All have
ties to for-profit institutions.
Despite all these facts,
Elizabeth Hill, a spokesperson for the Education
Department, said that the
reduction of the groups
within the department
overseeing the conduct of
these institution was due
to attrition and that none
of the new employees who
had previously worked

in the for-profit education
industry had influenced
the investigative unit’s
work within the department.
But what does this
really means beyond a
headline in the media?
First, it tells us about the
power of lobbyists. One of
the most nefarious powers
in this country is exercised
by the thousands of lobbyists who advocate for
the few who have the
means to pay professionals to “convince” people
in power to support their
interests. A number of
studies have shown that
paying for lobbyist is one
of the most profitable
investments made by corporations trying to influence legislation and government policies. According to a report published
last year by the Huffington
Post, all for-profit colleges
spend directly, or through
their parent corporations,
millions of dollars every
year to influence people
in the U.S. Congress. You
might say that lobbying
is protected by the First
Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution that says,
among other things, that
“Congress shall make no
law…abridging the right

of the people peaceably…
to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances,” and that there
is nothing wrong on that.
But look closer. Between
80 and 90 percent of the
revenues from these
private, for-profit institutions comes from federal
financial aid, which means
that you, the taxpayer,
are contributing to the
financial gains of a few
corporate owners. The
fact that a large portion of
that money is spent contributing to the political
campaigns of candidates
(on both sides of the aisle),
makes things worse.
Then you have the
fact that these for-profits
behave as predators
toward consumers who
look desperately for some
kind of certificate they
can use when seeking
employment. In the past,
what we had was the
government – both at the
federal and state levels –
to protect consumers from
these practices. Between
budget reductions toward
regulatory agencies and
placing their associates in
positions of power, these
institutions are ensuring
that their shareholders are
the actual beneficiaries of
government policies and
taxpayers’ money while
the consumer –you, me,
and many others- are left
without any protection
from predatory practices.
Finally, and let’s not

fool ourselves, there is
the damage all this causes
to a democratic form of
government. Democracy is
not just a periodic exercise
of casting a vote. Democracy is about transparency,
freedom of information
and accountability.
When the proper balances to make this system
work become absent
because of lack of government oversight (and that
includes Congress), then
our form of government
becomes corrupt and
democracy as a concept
becomes diluted.
It is interesting to see that
while government spending toward higher education continues to decrease,
the current administration
does not mind that taxpayers’ money is being
diverted for the benefit of a
few to the detriment of the
public good.
That is why the
unchecked power of the
for-profit sector of higher
education represents a
clear and present danger
to our democratic values
and the well being of the
citizens that fall prey to
their actions.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through
his wåebsite at: http://www.
aromerojr.net. The opinions
expressed in his columns are
strictly his.

Boating accident
claims 3 lives
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Proud servants
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars members stand at attention after firing the ceremonial
volleys Sunday during the Oaklawn Cemetery Pre-Memorial Day service in Glen Carbon.

road
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engineering firm,” Williams told the aldermen.
“He has provided good
service to us over the
years.”
The Public Works plans
to use his services on the
$1.2 million Troy Road
project. RCS Construc-

Jail
Continued from Page A1
that while the project
was necessary he objected
to the cost, which was far
over engineers’ estimates,
and that it would be better
to start with the base bid,
which would address some
of the issues at the jail, but
not include any renovation
of cell blocks.
Board members from
both parties criticized
Prenzler’s actions, with
many noting that several
committees have been
working on the project for
a long time and members
of the administration
attended very few of those
meetings.
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CAMDEN, Mo. (AP) — Authorities allege a Kansas
man was intoxicated when the boat he was operating
struck a rock bluff on the Lake of the Ozarks in central
Missouri, killing three friends.
Hayden Frazier, 22, of Overland Park, was released
from jail Sunday morning. He was arrested Saturday
on three preliminary charges of boating while intoxicated involving a death of another person. It wasn’t
immediately clear when formal charges will be filed.
The Missouri Highway Patrol on Sunday identified
says the three victims who were killed: 23-year-old
Joseph LeMark, of Overland Park; 24-year-old Daniel Lewis, of Overland Park; and 21-year-old Hailey
Hochanadel, of Olathe.
Authorities say 21-year-old Ashley Lamb, of Olathe,
was in serious condition after being flown to a Springfield, Missouri, hospital.
The crash happened before 2 a.m. Saturday.

tion, the low bidder on
the project, will begin
construction today,
according to a news
release from Assistant
City Engineer David
Sirko.
“Motorists are encouraged to use alternate
routes, as construction
operations will result
in lane restrictions and
delays to traffic. Local
businesses and residences
within the construction

area can be accessed via
adjoining alleyways. The
City appreciates the cooperation of all residents
during this process,”
Sirko said in the release.
Franklin Avenue,
between Troy Road and
Plum Street, will also see
repair work.
Work is also set to
begin next month on
Phase II of the St. Louis
Street project. That project will resurface St.

Louis Street from Elm to
Ammann and will add
bike lines on both sides
of the street from West
Union Street to Amman.
Alderman Janet Stack
said addition of McAdams to the Franklin Street
project “helps our staff,
because they are a little
overworked right now.”
At Tuesday’s meeting,
aldermen also approved
a professional services
agreement with Shep-

pard, Morgan & Schwaab
for Hale Avenue roadway
and drainage improvements. The contract calls
for a payment not to
exceed $90,000.
“It’s next on our list of
many needs,” Stack said.
Hale Avenue is part of
the Leclaire Historic District, and several homes
along Hale Avenue, particularly in the 700 and
800 block, date to the late
19th century.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Alderman SJ Morrison told his colleaguesl
that the roadway and
drainage projects are
“much needed,” and that
he, Williams and City
Engineer Ryan Zwijack
walked the area recently
and discussed “some of
the concerns about how
to meet the needs of a historic neighborhood along
with accommodating the
road standards.”

“It was irresponsible for
the chairman to go to the
press without going to the
Facilities (Management)
Committee,” said Committee Chairman Mick
Madison, R-Bethalto, who
presented the resolution.
He and others were also
angry that the administration waited until the day
before the vote to speak
out, although Hulme and
Prenzler had attended
last week’s Finance and
Government Operations
Committee and noted they
had some concerns about
funding.
“It is way past time
to start this project, the
repairs are badly needed,”
Madison said.
Board Member Bruce
Malone, D-Alton, agreed,
saying it was “time to do

something.”
“We’ve talked about this
for years and years,” he
added. “I think we’re at
the point where we have
to move.”
The long-planned
project will be done by
Highland-based Plocher
Construction. The cost
includes a base bid of
approximately $8 million,
and four alternates that
include work on prisoner
cells for a total of $13.15
million. The remainder of
the cost would be engineering fees and a 10 percent contingency fund.
The proposed renovation will take approximately three years. While
both the Facilities and
Finance committees had
approved the contract,
there had been numerous

concerns expressed about
how it would be funded.
Approximately $5.4
million was budgeted for
the first year of the proposed three-year project,
and would cover planned
expenses for that year.
Construction for the
second year would be an
additional $5 million, with
approximately $3 million
needed for the third year.
One idea has been to
use proceeds from the sale
of the Plum Street property and possible other
buildings or land to help
fund the project.
Several board members
said that paying for the
project will cause some
difficulty for the county,
but paying cash is better
than the cost of financing
it through bonds.

The original plan,
proposed during former
Board Chairman Alan
Dunstan’s administration, called for spending
approximately $19 million to be funded through
bonds, with a total cost of
at least $24 million.
However, a backdoor
referendum brought the
issue to a vote, where it
was soundly defeated.
Since Prenzler became
chairman, the Facilities
Committee has been
working on a smaller
project.
“The current scaledback project is overdue,”
Board Member Phil Chapman, R-Highland, said.
“The administration’s
complaint that it costs too
much is a good sound
bite, but doesn’t bear scru-

tiny. To express this now
is a day late and a dollar
short.”
Auditor Rick Faccin
said that if Prenzler had
not pushed the county
property tax cap question,
which was overwhelmingly approved by voters,
the county would have
had approximately $2.5
million more in revenue,
which would have paid
the cost of the renovations
in a few years.
After some additional
discussion the board made
its unanimous vote.
After the meeting Prenzler defended his position, saying the project is
important, but reiterating
that his concern was the
cost and how it would
affect Madison County’s
fund balances.

retaining wall.
Mayor Craig Short said
the wall will be built near
the picnic shelter that was
put in last year by the Collinsville Area Recreation

District.
C&H Grading and Excavating’s bid of $4,950 was
the lowest of three bids.
Pleasant Ridge Park
is located off of Pleasant

Ridge Road and West
Main Street in the southern portion of Maryville.
Last year the Collinsville Area Recreation District transferred ownership

of the park to the Village
of Maryville.
The 60-acre park contains playgrounds, pavilions, restrooms, a walking trail, horseshoe pits

and volleyball and game
fields.
Access to Madison
County Transit’s School
House trail is available at
the park.

